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of the territorial status quo in the West as fixed by
the Treaty of Versailles, and the observance of the
conditions laid down for the demilitarized zone. In all
cases save one the decision whether a casus faederis had
arisen was left to the Council of the League. The
exception was in the event of actual invasion or of a
flagrant violation of the stipulations regarding the
demilitarized zone, if the guaranteeing Power was
satisfied that "the violation is an act of unprovoked
aggression, and that by reason either of the crossing
of the frontier or the outbreak of hostilities, or the
assembly of armed forces in the zone, immediate action
is necessary". In this case each party was to come to
the aid of the victim. This was the only one of the
Locarno treaties in which Great Britain was immedi-
ately concerned, as the others dealt with the relations
between Germany and her Eastern neighbour, or
between France and her allies.

Before proceeding to discuss the Locarno Pact, let us
hear Mr. Chamberlain's defence of it in the House of
Commons:

... I turn to the actual Treaty of Locarno,
that Treaty of Mutual Guarantee which is the only
treaty that His Majesty's Government propose to
sign. I would first make three observations about
it. In the first place, it is a treaty which is aimed at
nobody, pointed at no one, threatening no one and
menacing no one. In the second place, it is a Treaty
of Mutual Guarantee. The obligations of France
to Germany are the same as the obligations of
Germany to France; the same is true of Belgium
and Germany; and the obligations of the guarantee-
ing Powers, Italy and Great Britain, are the same to
Germany as they are to France or as they are to